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Volume 10, Number 8           Kenmore/Tonawanda, New York                      September 2016 

Accepting Roster Spots  
Thanks to the over 350 players who have registered to date for the 2016-2017 sea-son. The change in  the birth year cutoff has created some consternation from sev-eral parents and players, as they move away from teammates whom they have played with for several seasons. However, we conducted several assessments to  help us with player placement, and we are confident that  everyone will find their teams to be competitive, with dedicated coaches and players who want to excel.  Over the past 6 weeks we have been issuing roster offers to players. It is important that you either accept or reject the offer so that we can finalize our rosters and in-sure players. If we do not receive a response, we will assume the offer is being re-jected and we will backfill that position with another interested player. On Septem-ber 2nd, we will re-issue  all of the outstanding offers in order to provide one final opportunity for acceptance.  If there are any questions concerning the rostering process, please contact Opera-tions Manager Ken Voght at voght@msn.com. 

Academy Begins September 10th  
The Fall session of the Kenmore Soccer Academy will begin on Saturday September 10th from 10:30am to Noon at the Hoover Middle School field behind 1500 Colvin Blvd.  Sessions will continue at that site and time on subsequent Saturdays through October 29h.  In the case of inclement weather, the Field Status section on our web site landing page will reflect whether or not the field is “open” or “closed”. If it is noted as closed, that will mean that the Academy session for that day has been cancelled.  The Academy will move indoors starting in mid-November.  That schedule will be posted by mid-October, along with initial team training schedules. 
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Trivia Question 

(answer on page 7) 
 What player holds the record for most games played for the  

United States Men’s national team? 
 

Register Now for 2016-2017 Travel and Academy  
On-line registration remains open for the 2016-2017 season. Returning players who re-registered by July 15th were guaranteed placement on a Kenmore Soccer team. We have begun to backfill spots with new registrants.  As we previously shared, the United States Soccer Federation has changed the age group cutoffs to a calendar year basis for the 2016-2017 season. Players will still be allowed to “play up”, but players born between 8/1 and 12/31 will be losing a year of youth eligibility and having to skip a year.  No one will know the actual impact until we have all of the registrations; however, you can request a specific team or coach (or request not to be on a specific team or with a specific coach) as part of the on-line registration process.  We continue to welcome dozens of new players, many of whom are moving to Kenmore Soccer from other area Clubs. 

Uniform Update 
 

We will continue to hold our annual “Uniform Fitting” night this year, where new players (and returning players who need new uniform kits, or pieces) can be fitted and place their order. We will be retaining our current Inaria kit. The “fitting” date is tentatively scheduled for Monday November 14th, but will be confirmed via a blast e-mail within the next few weeks.  Our Inaria Kenmore Soccer gear (jackets, backpacks, etc.) remains available for order through the link on our web site.  There is a 3 week delivery timeframe on most items, so if you are planning to purchase any gear as a present, please allow sufficient  lead time. 
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 For a Child's Dreams, Are Parents Playing with Financial 
Ruin? 

by Sarah Skidmore Sell, AP  
 Debbie Amorelli poses with her 17-year-old son, Chris, at their home in Upton. Debbie and her husband spend about $10,000 a year to pay for Chris to play hockey.  The Olympics spark hope in many a child of going for the gold. But in financially supporting those dreams, some parents are going for broke.  
For his 15-year old son's travel hockey team, Tim Richmeier was spending about $5,000 a season: using his tax refunds, halting contributions to his 401(k), and putting travel expenses on a credit card -- includ-ing $6,000 he's still paying off. Richmeier said it was a great experience for his child. But after four years, it was a financial relief when his son didn't make the team.  
"I was kind of dreading the upcoming season, knowing I'd go deeper in the hole," said Richmeier, a single father in Phoenix.  
Competitive youth sports in the U.S. are rising in popularity. The exclusive club and travel teams come with added coaching and intense competition, as well as much higher costs than a school or community team.  
A survey released Monday by TD Ameritrade of 1,000 parents whose children are involved in such elite endeavors finds most pay between $100 and $499 a month. For one in five, it's more than $1,000.  
Some parents can absorb the cost, but others are working second jobs, depleting their savings or other-wise compromising their own financial well-being to fund the activities. In the survey, 60 percent say the expense has them concerned about their ability to save for the future.  
Parents largely say they don't regret the spending because of the physical, mental and emotional benefits for their children. But financial and athletic experts suggest parents make a more objective assessment of at what cost the kids are pursuing these dreams.  
Of nearly 8 million U.S. students currently participating in high school athletics, only 480,000 compete at the college level at an NCAA school, according to the organization. Few from that group will move on to compete at the Olympic or professional level.  
And parents hoping for a scholarship to offset their sacrifices may be disappointed. NCAA schools awarded more than $2.9 billion in athletics scholarships last year. But a full ride is rare, and a partial scholarship may come to a fraction of what it cost to get a child to that level.  
"The presenting of those numbers doesn't discourage many people, it's in the American character to go after it," said Tom Farrey, who leads the Sports & Society Program at the Aspen Institute. Farrey says the economic hurdles of the elite teams leave many kids behind, and it's not always good for those who do participate.  
"Parents are coming from a place of love, they want what is best for their kids," said Travis Dorsch, found-ing director of the Families in Sport Lab at Utah State University. "Unfortunately they are misinformed."  
Specializing in just one sport early, common among elite team players, leads to greater burnout and an increased likelihood of injury, Dorsch said. And he found that families who made larger financial invest-ments in a child's athletic participation led to kids feeling more pressure, less enjoyment and a lower com-mitment to the sport.  

……..continued on page 4 
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 Important Reminder   
You must accept your roster offer in order to be placed on a  Kenmore Soccer team for the 2016-2017 season. 

 Roster offers are being e-mailed, and contain instructions on  Accepting/Declining the offer. 

……..continued from page 3 
Of the families in Dorsch's research, which spanned many income and sport participation levels, more than half invested less than 1 percent of their gross income. But nearly 15 percent invested between 2 percent and 5 percent, and 3 percent invested more than 5 percent of their gross income.  
Even for those who can afford it, there is stress.  
Lisa Williams of Wilmette, Illinois, sees the $2,000 or so she spends each season on her daughter's soccer team not as an investment in a sports future but in her child's skill set off the field. In her afflu-ent neighborhood there is a "certain expectation of excellence" and the assumption if your child plays sports that they'll do so on a travel or elite team.  
"Some of it is parent peer pressure, do you want to be the parent who doesn't send their kid to the extra training and the summer camps and the extra clinics?" Williams said. "You don't want people to think, 'Oh, she doesn't love her kid."'  
That pressure is part of a shift in parenting and culture over recent decades, experts say.   
"We tend to get very emotionally invested in the life of our kids in sports, it makes us more vulnerable to making questionable decisions," said Mark Hyman, who teaches in the business of sports program at George Washington University.  
He notes that many people have an economic interest in parents spending more on sports -- from elite coaches to the facilities that host the tournaments. So parents may be urged to make decisions that are not based on neutral input.  
"The challenge is to recognize sports for kids are great but they are great because they give you these positive lessons they can carry on through life," Hyman said. "You should never do sports as an in-vestment. ... If you do that you are almost certain to be disappointed and to turn your kids off sports."  
Debbie Amorelli of Upton, Massachusetts, says she wrestles with how much she and her husband spend on hockey participation for her 17-year old son, who hopes to play at college. The fees, gear and travel add up to about $10,000 a year. They pay for it using an inheritance from her father, but without it Amorelli says she doesn't know what they would have done.  
"The experiences he is having are priceless," she said. "But we keep saying to him: This is essentially coming out of your college fund, this is money we could be putting away."  
Amorelli's son, a junior in high school, may need to keep playing for a year or two after graduation to make a college team. That's an expense they're unsure about.  
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Apparel Orders 
 
 We continue to offer on-line apparel ordering. Consolidated orders are placed with Inaria on the 1st and 15th of each month, so plan accordingly.  The direct link for apparel orders is:  http://www.kenmoresoccer.com/Default.aspx?tabid=363145 

Kenmore Soccer Women’s Teams Excel  
Kenmore Soccer is pleased to be the only soccer club in western New York that supports both youth and adult play. This enables us to includes Men’s and Women's teams under our umbrella.  The 2016 outdoor season of the Upstate Women’s Soccer League included five Kenmore Soccer teams, comprised largely of players that came through the high school programs in our community.   Two of those teams—Kenmore Curry’s and Kenmore United finished 1st and 2nd in the Premier Division, with their only losses coming in the games where they played each other. It is the 7th consecutive season that a Kenmore Soccer team has captured the Premier Division title.  The Kenmore Ambush finished as the runner-up in the Second Division, while the Kenmore Caputi’s team finished in a 3 way tie for first place in the 4th Division.  Congratulations to all of our women’s teams. While many of the players are now in their 30’s, they continue to play at a high level and represent our club and community well.  
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Kenmore Soccer U-12 and Above Academy to Undergo Major Upgrade  
It has only been a few years since Kenmore Soccer pioneered the first Academy program in our area. While a few clubs have tried to copy what we do, we remain the only club in our community that has a structured Academy program.  For the 2016-2017 season we are excited to introduce a major upgrade to the program for our players at age 12 and above. First and foremost, the Academy will remain free to all Kenmore Soccer travel players, as well as KidsPlay partici-pants. However, there are crucial changes that will occur:  

 It will be moving to the Buffalo State Sports Arena, 
 It will be led by staff and players from the college, 
 While the curriculum will continue to focus on improvement of individ-ual skills, it will also add tactical sessions based on Futsal as a training tool, and 
 Competitive Futsal play will now be included as part of our Academy offerings.  For those who are not familiar with Futsal, it is an indoor game that resembles soccer, but is played with a smaller ball, which is padded and weighted to mini-mize “bounce”. It focuses on the 4 fundamentals of soccer:  1. Passing 2. Receiving 3. Dribbling 4. Shooting  At the same time, it emphasizes movement without the ball, thus incorporating key components of tactical soccer play.  We are excited by the enhancements to our Academy offerings. Schedules will be posted by mid-October, with all U-12 and above Academy offerings to take place on weekends.   



7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 serving the area's best pizza, and supporting our  youth soccer teams 

   

 
 

 
2375 Elmwood Avenue  in Kenmore 

Trivia Answer - from page 2 
   Cobi Jones played in 164 games for the United States Men’s  team in a career that lasted from 1992-2004. 
 

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
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Fund Raising 
 The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 
 If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com E-Mail — voght@msn.com  Telephone — 716-837-1627 Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 
       To be the best club in our community 
       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of              our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,              and fun 
       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 
The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your con-tributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 


